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 The History of the Holiday Celebration 
In 2014 the Los Angeles County Holiday Celebration marks its 55th year. The
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has sponsored an admission free show 
for the people of the County every December 24 since 1959. The late Kenneth 
Hahn, Supervisor of the Second District from 1952 to 1992, was the founder of the 
Holiday Celebration. Kenneth Hahn cared deeply about the accessibility of the arts 
to everyone. He personally helmed the fundraising for the first celebration, which 
was called the Christmas Program and took place at the Sports Arena. When 
Dorothy “Buffy” Chandler sought Hahn’s support for the proposed Music Center, 
he told her that he would support it if he could be sure that the Music Center 
would be open free to the residents of the County at least one day each year. In 
1964, the Holiday Celebration moved to the just-opened Music Center and the 
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion continues to host the Holiday Celebration to this day.

The Los Angeles County Arts Commission is executive producer of the Holiday 
Celebration. The live presentation at The Music Center is the largest holiday show 
in the County. Attendance has become a seasonal tradition for thousands of 
Angelenos. PBS SoCaL broadcasts the show live in Southern California. This 
year’s live show will also be rebroadcast at 9:00 p.m. on December 24 and at 
midnight and noon on December 25.
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Photos, posting and tweeting are okay during 
the show. But remember: phones on  
SILENT and NO FLASH when  

taking pictures. Thank you.

Silent Night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent Night, holy night
Son of God loves pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth

Noche de paz, noche de amor
Todo duerme en derredor

Entre los astros que esparcen su luz
Bella anunciando al niñito Jesús

Brilla la estrella de paz
Brilla la estrella de paz

Noche de paz, noche de amor
Ved qué bello resplandor

Luce en el rostro del niño Jesús
En el pesebre, del mundo la luz

Brilla la estrella de paz
Brilla la estrella de paz

SILENT NIGHT
by Joseph Mohr & Franz Xaver Gruber

(THE AUDIENCE IS INVITED TO SING-A-LONG)

Salvation Army Tabernacle 
Children’s Chorus

Buyepongo
Los Angeles

Children’s Orchestra

Daniel Ho and
Halau Keali`i O Nalani

“A Synthesizer for Christmas”
DIRECTED BY Ambar Navarro

ORIGINAL MUSIC BY Hyperbubble

“Tiny Winter Circle”
DIRECTED BY Beomsik Shimbe Shim
SOUND DESIGN by Kari Rae Seekins

HOLIDAYS IN SWITZERLAND

“We Share the Light”
DIRECTED BY Benjamin Reichner
ORIGINAL MUSIC BY Karen Tanaka

VIOLIN BY Mark Menzies

ANIMATED FILMS:



ENRICHING LIVES THROUGH THE ARTS

LEARN MORE. www.lacountyarts.org              STAY CONNECTED.  @lacountyarts  #lacountyarts 

1,600,000 people 
watch the LA County 
Holiday Celebration 
on television each year

150+ public 
works of art in 
the LA County 
collection

59 school districts in 
LA County work with 
Arts for All on their 
arts education policy

380+ LA County-
based arts organizations 
receive grants through 
the Arts Commission

40,000 
people attend 
Ford Theatres’ 
events annually

I CAN WE CAN, A Window Between Worlds 
Community Engagement Initiative

Photo by Crossroads School, New Wave Feminism Club


